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Rain Barrels For Sale
For centuries, rainwater has 
been collected as a way for 
people and communities to 
meet their water needs. Today, 
this simple technology is still in 
use—most often for controlling 
stormwater runoff and 
conserving water.
 Collecting 
rainwater is an 
easy way to 
conserve water—
and save money 
on your water bill. 
During the drier 
season, when 
water consumption 
often doubles, using 
collected rainwater can reduce 
the strain on the PUD’s water 
supply and keep more water 
available for fish and wildlife. 
Rainwater is also naturally 
“soft” and free of minerals and 
chemicals, making it ideal for 
plants and lawns.
 Skagit PUD sells ready to 
install 55-gallon rain barrels for 
just $60 plus tax. If you would 
like more information about 
Skagit PUD’s low-cost rain 
barrel program, please visit our 
website at SkagitPUD.org or 
call (360) 424-7104.

How much water can you 
collect with a rain barrel? 
If a quarter inch of rain falls, and 
1,000 square feet of your roof 
drains into your rain barrel(s), 
you could collect 150 gallons 
of water.

WE all want 
landscapes 

that are beautiful 
and provide space for 
the outdoor activities 
we enjoy. Lawns 
and gardens can 
consume large 
amounts of water, 
however, and with the Pacific Northwest 
experiencing frequent droughts and other 
pressures on water supplies, we face a 
challenge: Can we use less water in our yards, 
yet keep them beautiful and enjoyable?

The answer is yes! Just as we have learned 
to take many small steps to use water and 
energy efficiently inside our homes, we 
can adopt practices that will conserve 
and protect water outdoors.

Several maintenance tasks will 
help preserve a water-wise landscape.

Thatch & aerate
Remove thatch (a matted layer of 

decomposing grass materials) in turf 
areas only if it accumulates deeper 
than one-half inch. Deep 
thatch blocks penetration 
of water, air, and nutrients 
and is an indicator of poor 
soil preparation and need for 
aeration.

To increase water and air 
penetration in compacted 
soil, aerate lawns by removing 

plugs of soil. Aerators can be rented for this 
purpose. Lawns that are heavily compacted or 
have clay soils need at least one deep aeration 
each year, in the fall or spring.

Adjust lawn mowing height with the 
seasons. A tall lawn can save water by shading 
grass roots in the summer; a shorter lawn 
will encourage aeration in winter. Before you 
mow, sharpen your mower blade to reduce 
disease entry and water loss.

Don’t overfertilize
Make careful decisions about 

the use of fertilizers. Because they 
cause extra growth, fertilizers 
can increase water needs of 

plants. Fertilizer use also can 
result in chemical runoff 

that can affect water 
sources. If you decide to fertilize your 

plants, consider organic or other slow-
release fertilizers to reduce repeated 
applications and to decrease runoff.

Get rid of weeds—they compete with 
other plants for water. Make this job 

easier by using organic mulch 
for weed control.

A water-efficient landscape 
is something to be proud 

of—regular maintenance will 
preserve its beauty and water 
efficiency. Enjoy your water-
wise garden!

Water-wise landscape maintenance
Landscaping practices to conserve water, save time & money
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DRIP. DRIP. DRIP. According to the US Environmental 
Protection Agency, the average American household wastes 
more than 10,000 gallons each year from easy-to-fix water 
leaks—that’s the amount of water needed to wash 270 
loads of laundry. If that doesn’t seem like a lot, consider that 
across the country, easy-to-fix household leaks can add up 
to more than 1 trillion gallons of water lost every year. Fixing 
household leaks not only saves water but reduces water 
utility bills—by about 10 percent. Be for water and start 
saving today with three simple steps: Check. Twist. Replace.

1. Check. First, check your home for leaks. An easy way 
to start is to examine your winter water use. If it exceeds 
12,000 gallons per month, you probably have leaks. Walk 
around your home with eyes and ears open to find leaks, 
and don’t forget to check pipes and outdoor spigots. You 
can also detect silent toilet leaks, a common water-wasting 
culprit, by adding a few drops of food coloring to the toilet 
tank and waiting 10 minutes before flushing. If any color 
appears in the bowl during that time, your toilet has a leak. 

2. Twist. Apply pipe tape to be 
sure plumbing fixture connections are 
sealed tight and give leaking faucets and 
showerheads a firm twist with a wrench. 
If you can’t stop those drops yourself, 
contact your favorite plumbing professional. 
For additional savings, twist a WaterSense labeled aerator 
onto each bathroom faucet to save water without noticing 
a difference in flow. Faucet aerators cost a few dollars or 
less and can save a household more than 500 gallons each 
year—the amount of water it takes to shower 180 times!

3. Replace. If you just can’t nip that drip, it may be 
time to replace the fixture. Look for WaterSense labeled 

models, which use at least 20 percent less water and are 
independently certified to perform as well or better than 
standard plumbing fixtures. Replacing an old, inefficient 
showerhead with a WaterSense labeled model will shrink 
your household’s water footprint by 2,900 gallons annually 
while still letting you shower with power, thanks to 
EPA’s efficiency and performance criteria. With less 
hot water passing through, WaterSense labeled 
showerheads can also save enough energy to 
power a television for a year.

Want to learn more?
To make it easy to try 

a water and energy-
saving showerhead, 
Skagit PUD offers 
water efficiency 
kits that contain 
a WaterSense 
multi-mode 
massage 
showerhead 
and ultra-efficient faucet 
aerators for just $11. The kits 
can be purchased at our main 
office. Visit SkagitPUD.org 
for more information about 
WaterSense labeled products.

Beat the Leak: Check. Twist. Replace.
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Simplify Your Life!
Online bill payment is available at 
SkagitPUD.org. Easily create an account. 
View and pay your water bills anytime  
on any device. 

 Manage multiple accounts with a 
single sign-in. Scheduled payments …  
set it and forget it. Let our system  
make payments for you. 

 AND BEST OF ALL IT’S FREE!


